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Table 1 : Classification of leprosy patients and their age wise distribution

IAL disease classifi- Age in years

cation as assessed Up to 10-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 > 70 Total
clinically 9 years years years years years years years years

BT 1 22 16 23 15 8 5 1 91

BB 2 5 11 20 12 10 7 5 72

BL Nil Nil 1 2 3 nil Nil nil 6

Total 3 27 28 45 30 18 12 6 169

Table 2 : Comparative positivity of SSS-AFB and RLEP PCR from skin smear scrapings,
according to the disease classification and in controls (non leprosy patients)

Diagnosis           Disease classification Total Other skin
by BT BB BL diseases

Clinical examination 91 72 6 169 15

AFB positivity observed 3 (3.3%) 7* (9.7%) 4 (66.7%) 14 (8.3%) Nil

in Slit SSS

RLEP PCR  positivity in 36 (39.6%) 44* (61.1%) 4 (66.7%) 84 (49.7%) Nil

washings of blade of SSS

*1 patient was AFB positive, but RLEP-PCR negative
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Fig 1 : PCR amplification of 129bp fragment of RLEP of M leprae on 2% agarose gel of the
DNA isolated from washings of SSS blade.

Fig 2 : Positivity rates of AFB skin smears and RLEP-PCR according to disease classification
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